Abstract: In the study of three different aquatic ecosystems connected with the Danube river we determined the concentrations of macronutrients (N, P, K, Ca), Na and heavy metals (Fe, Mn, Ni, Pb and Cd) 
Introduction
The aquatic macrophytes absorb mineral elements, either nutrients or harmful substances (pollutants) from an aquatic environment by their whole surface (hy drophytes) or only in part (helophytes-emerged). The concentration of pollutants in an aquatic environment relies primarily upon both the chemical composition of sediment and upon kind and amount of absorbed pollutants. Aquatic macrophytes may accumulate great amounts of chemicals, contributing to a nutrient cycling, water quality control, and sediment stability (CHAMBERS & PREPAS 1994) . Besides their role as nutrients, metals may also have a toxic effect when present in higher concentrations and as free ions. Aquatic plants may accumulate considerable amounts of heavy metals in their tissues (10-10 6 times higher than their concen-
